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My Memorable Experience in

| learnt that New Zealand has a
world leading National Curriculum which
applies to all state and state integrated

! schools. It covers all the years of schooling
and is compulsory for Year 1 through
until the end of Year 10. The National
Curriculum aims for all young people to
be confident, connected and actively

involved lifelong learners. It specifies eight
keylearningareas: English, The Arts, Health
and Physical

Education, Languages,

Mathematics and Statistics, Science,
Social Sciences and Technology. Through

their studies, students work to develop five

| am a volunteer for AFS, an international organization
providing intercultural learning opportunities to help people develop

knowledge and skills and create a more peaceful world. | was given
a chance from the 11th of October until the 2nd of November 2013
to go to a most wonderful country, New Zealand.

| went there as an educator to visit and observe schools in
Auckland. | spent three weeks there and stayed with a nice, warm family.

They were Mr Kein Skinner, an 86 year old man and Mrs Branda

Skinner an 86 year old woman. They came and picked me up from the

airport and took me to many places in Auckland. As an educator from

Thailand, | have now been to many schools in Auckland.

sets of competencies: thinking, using language

symbols and texts, self-management,

relating to others, participating and
contributing. The curriculum gives teachers
the flexibility to apply their professional
knowledge.

They can also personalize leaming
to the needs of their students and
communities. New Zealand is a land of
extraordinary beauty. It is a wonderful
place to learn English and enjoy nature,
like going mountain skiing. The country’s
most distinguishing characteristic is the

beauty of its nature.

New Zealanders are about the
friendliest people in the world. When |
met people | was struck by how kind they
were. | was not prepared for just how
sweet and friendly everyone was. | mean
everyone from shopkeepers to barte'nders
to the average person walking down-the
street. New Zealanders represent a mix of
Europeans and Maoris. They are very
friendly and hospitable. A foreigner
would be surprised by being greeted on
the street by complete strangers. The
atmosphere of relaxation and peacefulness
prevails everywhere. There are many




things | have learnt during my three weeks in New Zealand.

What Kiwi really means
Kiwis are the name given to people who come from

New Zealand. It is also the name of New Zealand's flight-

less bird. A Kiwi is known in America as the name of a fruit.

There is an important difference however as you can imagine,

especially if kiwis happen to be your favourite fruit.

The ‘More sheep than people’ rumor is not false

The rumor that there are more sheep than people in New Zealand is not

completely false as 1 quickly found out. After leaving sprawling Auckland, the complete
lack of people took me by surprise. Driving down to the city of Wellington, | would drive
for ages sometimes seeing no other cars. Once | got outside of Wellington | realized that
there are just not a lot of people about. New Zealand really is the end of the world. And
yes, there are lots of sheep everywhere.

After spending three weeks in New Zealand, | felt like it was home fo me. |
can hardly believe that it has been over three weeks since | stepped off the plane in
Auckland. | never wanted to leave. | now love New Zealand to pieces.

| would like to thank AFS Thailand for giving me this wonderful opportunity. It will
remain a most memorable experience for me.

Mr Satit Somjai
English Teacher
Foreign Language Department
Bodindecha (Sing Singhaseni) School
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My name is Grace Yusckat. | am 27 years old. | came to Thailand in April of 2013 to
teach. Now | am here in Bangkok teaching Science to M.1 and 2. | have a Bachelor's de-
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gree in Biology from The University of North Carolina at Pembroke. | graduated in 2009.
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My name is Panjathana Sathitaphiwan or you

guys can call me China as my nickname. | am 17-year-

old girl and | was born on 5 August 1997. | am an

exchange student to Brazil in year 2013 - 2014 with AFS

organization.

Alight, you know that | have been to Brazil for

almost one year with AFS | am going to tell you about

my experiences oversea on the other side of the word.

Well,wonder if when many people heard the country

called Brazil, you imagine about blacks,soccer,samba

or something stranger link poverty and criminal, | guess.

| admitted that before | went there my thoughts were the

same as you,however,after | experienced,all change.

So I am going to let you know where is Brazil. Brazil is

the country that locates in South America or known as

Latin-America, uses Portuguese as an official language

because Brazil was colonized by Portugal in the past. In

Brazil there is a large statue called Christ Redeemer,one

of the new seven wonders of the word. It is located in

Liode Janeiro,the old capital city of Brazil and it seems

like one of Brazil's symbol and mentioned by a plenty of

people from all over the word. Luckily, | had an occasion

to visit there once.

Sincerely, when | arrived there | was getting

shock because of the different culture and life style.

In Brazil, everyone is seem like equal and you can call

someone who is order by their name and you also can

play with them freely than Thailand. There also has less

rule and you can hang out with your friends at night

or go to the other cities without parents. A brief is more

freedom life, you get from Brazil. My host family, they

can speak English, nonetheless, for only 2 weeks that

they talked to me in English since | go there and you

what they have done with me. Well, after 2 weeks they




began speaking in Portuguese and whenever | talked
to them or asked for anything in English, they wouldn’t

do it for me but word say the sentences in Protuguese

and let me say to them again. In my opinion, Protuguese -

" is hard but after | learned it isn't too hard as | though.
There are many words that similar to English. You just
change your tone when you are going speak.

About my school there, it is very small with
only one or two classroom in each grade, also less than
30 students for each class, it sounds very different from
Bodindecha, right ?

First day | went into the classroom everything
looked eccentric and lots for student ran into me and
spoke in alien language. | was shocked and didn't
know what | would do. My classmates taught me a lot
of things and | just note down on my notebook, and
after finish the class | will read them everyday . | forgot
to tell you that the class there finish on midday and in
the afternoon is free. However , there are 2 days that
we have classes in the afternoon. And there is the test
every month and it made me tried get boring.

About my friends, it was my luck that |
discovered three guys and finally they became my best
friends ever since in Brazil, as at first two of them can
speak English and they came be and be friend with me
very well . After | learned more in Portuguese by trying
to have conversations with very guys, | got more friends
including to another student from the other school.
Anyway,there is only one whom | really trust and tell
almost everything when | was there. | think find
someone who can stay by your side, can listen
whatever makes you feel down and can make you
laugh, it will make you exchange year be more valuable
and unforgettable ever.

To be an exchange, | won't say that it's the
best for all, in very side | think you will again many
life experience because when you are far away from
your family it means you actually have to do almost
everything by yourself and be more sensible. Whatever,
you should open you mind to become every new and
good things to let it benefit your life in order to get more
idea for growing up. An exchange student will have
more vision in the other way of life and most of them

have an unconventional idea and more reasonable than

many people at the same age or even the older.

It has no worth if your will go into the other

culture without mind and inspiration because it will
be no use anymore, you have to desire for every
new things such as new language, new friends, new
culture, new attitude, your growth, the again and
whatever that you think you my get when you
become an exchange student.-| won’'t recommend that
which country is the best, even for me Brazil is one of
the countries all over world where you may gain and
experience a lot of new and good think because | just
went there, | believe that in each country has their own
value anyway there are many differences between one
another. This is the point that each person has to make
up your mind.

' Whatever is going to be, always think what
you chose is the best, nothing and no one are perfect
but just do your best and don’t regret what you have
done!

Na minha opiniao, ninguem e perfeita mas so
fazer seu melhor e tudo vai dar certo. Euvou dizer que
tudo que voce decidiu, nao presicar para ficar triste
porque a cada pessoa tem o seu jeito. So precisar
para receber o que voce ja vai pegar

Boa sorte o0s todos que vao ser o intercambist
ou ate todos que nao seram!

Panjathana Sathitaphiwan
M.5/10
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